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REMARKS 

STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-23 were previously pending. 

Claims 24-27 are added herein. 

Claims 1-27 are now pending and under consideration. 

Claims 1-5 and 7-23 are rejected. 

Claim 6 is objected to. 

Claims 1-3, 6, 14, 15, and 17-22 are amended herein. 

No new matter is being presented. Approval and entry are respectfully requested. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 1-5, 7, 11-19 and 21-23 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Su (US PG Pub. No. 2002/0026380). 

Claims 8-10 and 20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Su 
as applied to claim 1 above, in view of Bezos et al. (US 6,029,141). 

Amended claim 1 , for example, recites: 

a product coordination database storing at least coordination 
information associating a first commodity for sale in the first store 
with a second commodity for sale in the second store; and 

a first terminal at the first store for introducing both the first 
commodity and the second commodity to a customer in the first 
store, where after the first commodity is selected the second 
commodity is identified for the introducing based on the first 
commodity and the coordination information associating the first 
commodity with the second commodity. 

The database associates a commodity in one store with a different commodity in another 
store. The first commodity is selected and is used with the coordination information (which 
associates the first commodity with the second commodity) to introduce the second commodity 
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(which is at the second store) at the first terminal in the first store. In other words, given one 
commodity in a first store, another commodity in a second store can be identified/introduced in 
the first store. This can facilitate inter-store referrals, which is particularly beneficial in a 
shopping mall setting where a customer might go to the second store shortly after visiting the 
first store. 

The cited reference Su merely discloses a database storing product information for 
various products in a plurality of stores, one by one. A shopper visits an E-shopping Hall (Figure 
7A, step 615). The user either enters a shopping list by electronic browsing (Figure 7A, 635, 
Figure 7B, 672), or uses a prestored shopping list (Figure 7A, 650, 655, 660). In either case, the 
system simply allows the purchase of the items on the customer's shopping list (Figure 7B, 675- 
690). Items from different stores may be listed together on the shopping terminal, however 
product coordination associating a product in one store with a product in another store is not 
used. See claims 1 , 14, 17, and 21 . Note that in claim 1 , for example, the association exists 
before the commodities are selected or identified. 

Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

With respect to claims 2, 3, 14, and 21 , the combined prior art does not display an image 
of one commodity "combined with" an image of another commodity. Su teaches only one 
product image displayed at a time. The images are not "combined" in a coordination image that 
coordinates the two products ("coordinate: to bring into a common action, movement, or 
condition : HARMONIZE", Merriam Webster Online Dictionary). See for example Figure 5 of the 
present specification. 

Withdrawal of the rejection is further respectfully requested. 

Applicant also respectfully traverses the Examiner's assertion that it would have been 
obvious to move Su's shopping terminal into a store rather than keeping it in the common 
shopping grounds as taught by Su. The reasoning given is that the terminal would attract 
customers to a store and would be convenient. However, a terminal in a store could also create 
unwanted competition between stores. Imagine a customer in a first women's clothing store 
looking up the merchandise and/or prices in a competing women's clothing store. The stores 
may not want to encourage price competition with this type of information sharing. Furthermore, 
it is unlikely that one store will want to bear the burden of having customers from other stores 
coming in (in some if not most cases) only to use the terminal to electronically shop in other 
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stores. In other words, it is unlikely that one store would shoulder the burden of a resource that 
benefits all of the other stores in the mall. Applicant respectfully requests documentation in 
support of the Examiner's reasoning that it is desirable to locate in one store a terminal used for 
shopping in most of the other stores in the same shopping mall. 

CLAIM OBJECTIONS 

Claim 6 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Claim 6 has been amended into independent form. Withdrawal of the objection is 
respectfully requested. 

DEPENDENT CLAIMS 

The dependent claims are deemed patentable due at least to their dependence from 
allowable independent claims. These claims are also patentable due to their recitation of 
independently distinguishing features. For example, claim 2 recites that " the first terminal 
displays a coordinate coordination image corresponding to the coordinate coordination 
information, including an image of the first commodity combined with an image of the second 
commodity". This feature is not taught or suggested by the prior art. Withdrawal of the rejection 
of the dependent claims is respectfully requested. 

CONCLUSION 

There being no further outstanding objections or rejections, it is submitted that the 
application is in condition for allowance. An early action to that effect is courteously solicited. 

Finally, if there are any formal matters remaining after this response, the Examiner is 
requested to telephone the undersigned to attend to these matters. 
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If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 

Respectfully submitted, 

STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Date: 



By: 



1201 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 





ss T. Strom 
Jistration No. 48,702 
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